The Veldt – Setting and Mood
1. After a morning of rain and thunderstorms, the dark clouds began to recede to the south, giving way to afternoon sunshine.

Based on the sentence above, what does the word recede mean? Choose the correct answer below, and underline the words in the sentence that helped you determine its meaning.

a) To get whiter

b) To move or back away

c) To get thicker or heavier

d) To form a rainbow

2. If you could trade your house for one that was filled with all types of technological advances, would you? If so, which advances would you most want and why? Would you opt for a room with 360 television capabilities? A stove that cooked your favorite foods at the snap of your fingers? Something different entirely?

Vocabulary

Recede (re-CEDE) means: 
	Synonyms
	Antonyms

	
	


Use “recede” in a sentence:  

Pre-Reading Notes
· Setting is the ____________________________ and ______________________________ in which a story takes place.  To identify setting, we must note the details the author provides concerning:


· the story’s ____________________________________.
· the ____________________ in which the action takes place. 
· While we often associate setting with the “where” and “when,” there is also an emotional effect of setting because 

the setting can  ________________________________________________________________________.


A story’s mood is _______________________________________________________________________.
· Once I have identified the story’s setting, I can identify the mood by asking myself:
· What ________________, ________________, or ______________ can I associate these details with?
· Given this, what ____________________________________________?
· We learn about the kind of people our characters in many different ways, but one way is through 













. So, as 

I’m reading, I should ask myself:
· How do our characters 




? Do they react in ways we might 




, or not?

· What does their reaction say about the 





 they might be?

	Example

	Setting:

A warm, sunny beach

	How It Makes Me Feel:



	Mood Created By Author:



	How Character Responds & What We Learn About Them:

If a character is uneasy, we might think that he/she…




During-Reading Notes

After reading paragraphs 14-33, we’ll answer the following questions together:

1. What key details did you notice about the setting of the nursery? (Hint: Look for details that invoke the 5 senses.)



2. How does this setting within the nursery make you feel? What mood does Bradbury create?

3. Describe George and Lydia’s contrasting reactions to the setting and the mood of the nursery. How does George feel about this room? How does Lydia feel about it?

After reading paragraphs 34-62, answer the following questions with your partner:


4. According to the information in paragraphs 37 and 40, how has the nursery come to look like Africa? 



5. How does Lydia’s experience in the nursery affect her opinions about the whole house?

6.    If you were a member of the Hadley family, would your reaction to the nursery be more like George’s, more like Lydia’s, or something entirely different? Why?
Exit Ticket for Day 1 of “The Veldt”

1. (Circle One) Setting can best be defined as:

A. The emotional effect or feeling that a text creates jn a reader.

B. The physical location and time in which a story takes place.

C. The background information that is important to a text.

D. The steps a reader takes to use details to determine what may happen next in the story.

2. Mood can be defined as: 
3. Describe the setting of the nursery in “The Veldt.”  What mood do these details establish? How do George and Lydia react to the setting and mood, and what’s your personal reaction to the setting and mood? Use complete sentences and evidence from the text to support your answer.
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