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Love Fools – Romeo and Juliet

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 Romeo & Juliet Essay
Topic:
Gender Stereotypes
“Art thou a man? thy form cries out thou art; / Thy tears are womanish.”  Friar Lawrence questions Romeo’s ability to live up to expected ideals of “manliness” in 3.3 of Romeo & Juliet.  Discuss gender roles within the play.  What does it mean to “be a man” in this time?  What does it mean to be a woman?  How do Romeo and Juliet function as male and female characters?  How do they argue against gender stereotypes?

Thesis:
In Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, the title characters’ opposition to stereotypical gender roles imposed by their society is a metaphor for their larger resistance to society’s ideas of love, an opposition that leads to their deaths.

Points:

1.  
Romeo and Juliet go behind their parents’ backs and get married without permission. [fight against societal expectations of love]


Supporting quote at lines: ________________________________________________________

2.  
Juliet takes action and forms a plan to achieve her own happiness instead of obeying her family’s desires. [AND] When Juliet doesn’t follow Lord Capulet to marry Paris, she goes on her own to marry Romeo. [Marriage to Paris is “expected” – why? – and why does Juliet not obey?]


Supporting quote at lines: ________________________________________________________

3.
Romeo & Juliet defy their parent’s wishes and follow their hearts rather than their minds.  [hearts vs. minds – is following his mind the same as following societal expectations?]


Supporting quote at lines: ________________________________________________________

4.
The caste system is an example of the social structure that Romeo & Juliet fight against.


[exploration of the social norms]


Supporting quote at lines: ________________________________________________________

5.
Romeo and Juliet marry because of their personal feelings rather than for political advancement, as was common for such unions in the Elizabethan era. 


Supporting quote at lines: ________________________________________________________

6.
Depiction of Romeo’s resistance to gender stereotypes.


Supporting quote at lines: ________________________________________________________

7.
Unable to abide by social stereotypes, Romeo and Juliet die [society to blame for their deaths]


Supporting quote at lines: ________________________________________________________

