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Passion, Praise and Poetry: Sonnets

( Guide to Literary Analysis / Criticism
Rule No. 1 - Think of the writer as a craftsman!







Your goal is to think in terms of the craft of writing; that is, how certain stylistic/emotional effects are achieved.  You should aim to show the effect one feature technique/ device has on another and how this is related to the overall effect and/ or theme of the work as a whole.

Examine/Explore:

· what is left out of a work not only what is included.

· impact on the reader and why (that is, what lit. features create this effect)

· the impact one lit. feature has on another ie. How tone affects atmosphere; how imagery is developed through figurative language, how setting contributes to the theme/atmosphere etc…

· a writer’s narrative, stylistic, structural etc… choices/ decisions

· a character’s transformation: physically, mentally, emotionally, behaviourally etc…

· The theme of the work and how it is conveyed: through character, atmosphere, imagery, tone, style, symbolism etc…

· The specific ways a work is structured: thematically, chronologically, physically (in terms of setting), in terms of the presentation of ideas etc…

Rule No. 2 - Avoid re-telling the plot. 

Use only as much detail from the story as is necessary to make your comment on the writer’s craft or how a certain effect is achieved.  

Rule No. 3 – Use appropriate language

-Formal Register

-Literary Register

-Mechanics: parts of speech; tense; syntax;   PRESENT TENSE for literary analyses please!

Rule No. 4 – Use appropriate structure

Follow paragraph/commentary/ essay structures given to you by your teacher.  You can deviate slightly from this but not too much. 

Rule No. 5 – Use Literary Concepts/ Terminology correctly.

Ensure that you understand the concepts you are writing about.  

                             Ie.  “I think the theme contained in the figurative language helps to   develop the imagery through the use of style and register”

The above comment is, for the most part, gobbledeegook! It makes no sense whatsoever! Avoid using terminology you are unfamiliar with at all costs!

Literary Features:

Character:

The difference/ contradiction between a characters outward actions and internal thoughts and the reasons for this discrepancy

A character’s dreams

A character internal dialogue that reveals: strengths, insecurities, weaknesses, hatred, love

A characters relationship with another character(s)

A characters history, background, job, hobby etc…

A characters flashbacks, memories of childhood of parents etc…

A characters name

A characters choices to: love, hate, kill, leave, stay etc…

What other characters say about a character (indirect characterization)

What the narrator tells us about the character (direct characterization)

A characters ideas – what do they usually think about? How is this related to their transformation? 

Style:

POV:
Theme:
Structure:
