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Prophecies, Power and Paranoia - Macbeth

Essay Writing: General notes

Essay Title: Write your essay title below and highlight the key words telling you what you must do (example: ‘how’, ‘in what ways’, ‘to what effect’, ‘argue for or against’) and what you should be focusing on (example: imagery, theme of identity, setting, narrative voice).
General notes: Use this space to brainstorm notes and ideas. You don’t have to worry about structuring or finding evidence just yet – this is just a space for putting down all the ideas that come to you. Return to this page whenever you are inspired by new ideas. Later you can work on placing these ideas into groups, deleting some, adding to some, editing some to structure your final essay.
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Essay Writing: Key passages and quotes
Essay Title: Write your essay title below and highlight the key words telling you what you must do (example: ‘how’, ‘in what ways’, ‘to what effect’, ‘argue for or against’) and what you should be focusing on (example: imagery, theme of identity, setting, narrative voice).
Important text references: Use this space to record key quotes. You can use any of the following: A summary of an event from the novel; a long passage of text; a shorter passage; an important phrase; a single word. Make sure that you record down the page number, the speaker/writer (character or narrator) and the context if necessary.
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Important text references: Use this space to record key quotes. You can use any of the following: A summary of an event from the novel; a long passage of text; a shorter passage; an important phrase; a single word. Make sure that you record down the page number, the speaker/writer (character or narrator) and the context if necessary.

The Essay Overview: Plan and Introduction (Part 1)
Essay Title: Write your essay title below and highlight the key words telling you what you must do (example: ‘how’, ‘in what ways’, ‘to what effect’, ‘argue for or against’) and what you should be focusing on (example: imagery, theme of identity, setting, narrative voice).
Thesis Statement: Your thesis statement must answer the essay question. It is an overview of your response outlining your argument. The rest of the essay will be dedicated to proving or exploring your thesis statement. Try to stick to one or two sentences max.
Plan of main points: Your plan can be in any format you like (a mind map, bullet points, diagram, colour coded notes) but you must find at least 4 main points that you will discuss in your essay. All points you make should be connected to your thesis statement. In your plan, you should give each point a heading – perhaps a keyword or idea (example:. Narrative voice, Character x, Relationship between x and y).
The Essay Overview: Plan and Introduction (Part 2)

Essay Keywords: Rewrite the keywords of the essay title below (example: ‘how, to what effect, narrative voice, employed’)
Introduction: Introductions generally go from broad statements which are connected to the essay (example: information about the author or the cultural context, definitions of key words) to a specific thesis statement that provides a clear answer to the essay question above. Make sure everything you write is relevant and necessary and keep it reasonably short.
Point 1: Paragraph Plan
Thesis Statement: Remind yourself of the thesis statement. Your point must be related to it so write it out in full again below.
Topic Sentence: Your topic sentence should make a clear and specific point which is related to your thesis statement in some way. Most good topic sentences address the question ‘how’ or ‘why’. Keep your topic sentences clear and concise – you can expand your point in the rest of the paragraph)

Key Quote(s): Usually you  will use at least one quote embedded into your text or introduced properly. Make sure that you quote is relevant to your point and provides a starting point for you to explore your point further.
Notes for expanding your point: Make notes on how you might explore your point further. You could consider a deeper meaning, a different interpretation, contrasting evidence, the importance of this point, the effect on the reader, the author’s intentions, the developing characters or tone, the connections between this point and the theme, and countless other alternatives.
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Point 3: Paragraph Plan
Thesis Statement: Remind yourself of the thesis statement. Your point must be related to it so write it out in full again below.
Topic Sentence: Your topic sentence should make a clear and specific point which is related to your thesis statement in some way. Most good topic sentences address the question ‘how’ or ‘why’. Keep your topic sentences clear and concise – you can expand your point in the rest of the paragraph)

Key Quote(s): Usually you  will use at least one quote embedded into your text or introduced properly. Make sure that you quote is relevant to your point and provides a starting point for you to explore your point further.
Notes for expanding your point: Make notes on how you might explore your point further. You could consider a deeper meaning, a different interpretation, contrasting evidence, the importance of this point, the effect on the reader, the author’s intentions, the developing characters or tone, the connections between this point and the theme, and countless other alternatives.
Point 4: Paragraph Plan
Thesis Statement: Remind yourself of the thesis statement. Your point must be related to it so write it out in full again below.
Topic Sentence: Your topic sentence should make a clear and specific point which is related to your thesis statement in some way. Most good topic sentences address the question ‘how’ or ‘why’. Keep your topic sentences clear and concise – you can expand your point in the rest of the paragraph)

Key Quote(s): Usually you  will use at least one quote embedded into your text or introduced properly. Make sure that you quote is relevant to your point and provides a starting point for you to explore your point further.
Notes for expanding your point: Make notes on how you might explore your point further. You could consider a deeper meaning, a different interpretation, contrasting evidence, the importance of this point, the effect on the reader, the author’s intentions, the developing characters or tone, the connections between this point and the theme, and countless other alternatives.
Point 5: Paragraph Plan
Thesis Statement: Remind yourself of the thesis statement. Your point must be related to it so write it out in full again below.
Topic Sentence: Your topic sentence should make a clear and specific point which is related to your thesis statement in some way. Most good topic sentences address the question ‘how’ or ‘why’. Keep your topic sentences clear and concise – you can expand your point in the rest of the paragraph)

Key Quote(s): Usually you  will use at least one quote embedded into your text or introduced properly. Make sure that you quote is relevant to your point and provides a starting point for you to explore your point further.
Notes for expanding your point: Make notes on how you might explore your point further. You could consider a deeper meaning, a different interpretation, contrasting evidence, the importance of this point, the effect on the reader, the author’s intentions, the developing characters or tone, the connections between this point and the theme, and countless other alternatives.
Point 6: Paragraph Plan
Thesis Statement: Remind yourself of the thesis statement. Your point must be related to it so write it out in full again below.
Topic Sentence: Your topic sentence should make a clear and specific point which is related to your thesis statement in some way. Most good topic sentences address the question ‘how’ or ‘why’. Keep your topic sentences clear and concise – you can expand your point in the rest of the paragraph)

Key Quote(s): Usually you  will use at least one quote embedded into your text or introduced properly. Make sure that you quote is relevant to your point and provides a starting point for you to explore your point further.
Notes for expanding your point: Make notes on how you might explore your point further. You could consider a deeper meaning, a different interpretation, contrasting evidence, the importance of this point, the effect on the reader, the author’s intentions, the developing characters or tone, the connections between this point and the theme, and countless other alternatives.
