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Telling Our Stories: Boy

Captain Hardcastle
Read and discuss the description of Captain Hardcastle from Roald Dahl’s autobiography ‘Boy’.
Answer the following questions in sentences and in detail. The questions look at how the teacher’s character is created through Dahl’s descriptions.

1. Draw and label a detailed drawing of Captain Hardcastle’s appearance, as he is described in the text.
2. Describe Captain Hardcastle’s behaviour.

3. How does he speak? Give examples to support your answer.

4. Similes: comment on the effect created by each of these similes by copying and completing the table.

	Simile
	Effect created

	“His legs were as hard and thin as ram’s legs and the skin around his calves was almost exactly the same colour as mutton fat.”
	

	His hair was “like a ripe orange”


	

	“…you could see the comb tracks running through the greasy orange hair like little tramlines”


	


5. Pick out 2 different words or phrases used to describe Captain Hardcastle’s moustache and explain effect of each one.
6. “Behind the moustache there lived an inflamed and savage face with a deeply corrugated brow that indicated a very limited intelligence”

Explain the different impressions you get of Captain Hardcastle from this quotation.

7. How do the narrator and Captain Hardcastle get on and how can you tell?

Longer Reading Task

Looking at the whole extract, explain how the writer creates a vivid description of Captain Hardcastle. Refer to the writer’s use of language in your response.

Writing to Describe: A Memorable Teacher
Write a vivid description of a teacher. This can be real or imagined.
As a class you should discuss and share ideas.  You will not redraft this task.

Think about:

· their appearance

· their mannerisms

· their attitude

· what makes them memorable

Checklist:

· effective vocabulary choices

· variety of accurate sentences

· punctuation accurate and if possible, for special effect!

· well organised with clear paragraphs
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