When Too Much is Not Enough: The Great Gatsby

Beginnings and endings
Having looked at the patterning of The Great Gatsby we can turn to the construction of the beginning and the ending of the novel.  

· First, list with your partner the conventional purposes of the opening to and the conclusion of any novel. 

If we judge the ‘opening’ of The Great Gatsby to be the passages wherein Nick describes himself, his family and his job, which of these conventional functions does the introduction fulfil and how?

How does the introduction foreground the issues of:
· narrative perspective

· codes of behaviour

· contrasts between East and West

· Gatsby’s character.
Now turn your attention to the conclusion of the novel.  We could judge the conclusion, perhaps, as beginning at ‘Gatsby’s house was still empty when I left.’ 
· First of all, assess how far it fulfils the conventional functions of the conclusion to a novel.
How does the end of the novel highlight the importance of:

· storytelling

· cars

· the past

· dreaming.
Critical interpretations

Give each of the statements below a rating of 1-10 to assess how far you agree or disagree with each writer’s interpretation of The Great Gatsby.

‘The Great Gatsby is most interesting as a record of an extraordinary time in American history.’

‘The Great Gatsby is too concerned with the lives of the rich to be of interest to the average reader.’

‘The book’s biggest failure is the lack of a likeable central character.’
‘The worst fault in the book is that no account is given of the emotional relations between Gatsby and Daisy from the time of their reunion to the catastrophe.’
‘The novel is one which refuses to be ignored. It has universal truths to impart.’
‘The Great Gatsby is one of the most important novels of the twentieth century, as it will have new relevance for everyone who reads it.’
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