Finding Our Voices: The Spoken Word 


Argument Writing Secrets

Decide which of the statements below are true or false:

	
	True
	False

	A good argument is persuasive
	
	

	A good argument acknowledges the opposite point of view
	
	

	A good argument repeats the same point again and again
	
	

	A good argument includes a range of points
	
	

	A good argument includes a range of persuasive techniques
	
	

	A good argument can only be produced by professional writers and speakers
	
	

	A good argument will be structured in a considered way
	
	

	A good argument will make you want to go to your room in fury
	
	

	A good argument will use linking words to connect paragraphs
	
	

	A good argument is a good balance of the main point of view and counter argument
	
	


Seven steps to argument success
1. Know your own argument. What is it that you want? Make your first sentence clear, positive and to the point. What is important about it? Why do you want it to happen? Who will benefit?

2. Know what your opponents will say. Who could lose out if you get your way? What might they object to? What will they probably say against your idea?

3. Plan and structure your ideas. Choose a sensible order for your ideas. Will you put your strongest argument first? Are there any ideas that you might leave out or combine?

4. Choose the appropriate form and language. Who are you writing / speaking to? What style of words should you use?

5. Choose the linking words to connect your ideas. Which words will you use to add extra ideas? Which words will you use to add counter arguments?

6. Choose persuasive techniques to use. Which techniques will you use? Can you come up with examples of these before you write?

7. Include a strong conclusion. How can you leave your readers in no doubt that what you’ve said is right?
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