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Prophecies, Power and Paranoia: Macbeth

Macbeth-Act 5 Scene 1
	Text
	Translation


	What does this tell us about Lady Macbeth?

	G: Since his Majesty went into the field, I have  seen her rise from her bed, throw her nightgown upon her,  unlock her closet, take forth paper, fold it, write upon't, read it, afterwards seal it, and again return to bed; yet all this  while in a most fast sleep.
 
	Since Macbeth left for war, I have seen Lady Macbeth get up, put on her nightgown, unlock her cupboard, take paper, write on it, read it and then seal it. She does all of this while still asleep.
	

	G: It is an accustomed action with her, to seem thus washing her hands.

	It’s normal to see Lady Macbeth washing her hands like this.
	

	LM: Out, damned spot! Out, I say!


	Get out damned spot! Get out!
	

	LM: Yet who would have thought the old man to have had so much blood in him?

	Who would have that King Duncan had so much blood in him?
	

	LM: What, will these hands ne'er be clean?


	Will these hands never be clean?
	

	LM: Here's the smell of the blood still. All the perfumes of Arabia will not sweeten this little hand.
	My hands still smell of blood. All the perfumes in Arabia can’t get rid of the smell.

	

	G:She has spoke what she should not, I am sure of that. Heaven knows what she has known.
	She has said things that she shouldn’t have said. Heaven knows what she has gone through.

	

	D: The heart is sorely charged.
	Her heart is clearly disturbed.


	

	D: Unnatural deeds  Do breed unnatural troubles: infected minds  To their deaf pillows will discharge their secrets:

	Unnatural deeds will cause you problems and worries. Troubled people will talk in their sleep.
	


G: Gentlewoman

D: Doctor

LM: Lady Macbeth

