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Prophecies, Power and Paranoia: Macbeth


	Media
	Firstly, choose your medium; film, stage or even cartoon.  Say why you have chosen this medium and the audience your production will be aimed at.


	

	Setting

 
	Will your production be set in the past or present? What will the set be like?  Say what has influenced your opinions here.

 
	

	Atmosphere
	Will you have thunder and lightning or have you other ideas?  What colours will you use to create the atmosphere you want? How would you use music to create the best effect?


	

	The Witches
	What will they look like - dirty and old or dressed in the traditional flowing black - or have you other ideas?  Will your audience be able to see them clearly or will they be more mysterious?


	

	Language
	Would you edit Shakespeare’s words or change them?  Would your characters speak in a particular way?


	


2. Now that you have planned your main ideas, take the scene line by line and describe how you would direct it.   (make notes on this sheet by annotating the text below)

· If you have chosen to direct a stage production, you must explain how your witches would enter and exit and describe any props.

· If you have chosen to direct a film, describe any special effects, use of camera, close ups etc.

MACBETH ACT 1 SCENE 1

A desolate place

Thunder and lightning.  Enter three witches.
First witch    

When shall we three meet again





In thunder, lightning, or in rain?

Second witch

When the hurly burly’s done,





When the battle’s lost and won.

Third witch

That will be ere the set of sun.

First witch

Where the place?

Second witch

Upon the heath.

Third witch

There to meet with Macbeth.

First witch

I come, Graymalkin!

Second witch

Paddock calls.

Third witch

Anon.

All


Fair is foul, and foul is fair:





Hover through the fog and filthy air.


[Exeunt.

3. Finally, organise all your ideas into a short rationale, explaining how you have chosen to direct this scene and why you think this will be successful.

Directing Act 1 Scene 1 





Fill in the table below, thinking of ideas for a traditional or modern version of the play, then write your ideas up.
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